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Bogota, which lies so far inland that it was a most inconvenient
place to reach until the introduction of a regular aeroplane service
with Barranquilla at the mouth of the Magdalena river. Colombia
is fertile and has a great natural wealth, and furthermore, like the
United States, it is situated on two oceans. But it will need lots of
immigrants from northern Europe before it can begin to develop
its natural resources.
Ecuador is also a poor country, and although the port of
Guayaquil, the harbour of Quito, the capital, has done a great
deal better since the opening of the Panama Canal, there is
nothing to report about this nation except that it used to export a
lot of quinine, and nowadays exports more cocoa than anything
else,
Peru, further south along the coast of the Pacific, was the scat
of a very powerful Indian State when the Spaniards first arrived in
the New World. It was ruled by a caste of nobles, the Incas, or
children of the sun, who elected the supreme ruler or the Inca of
the whole country, who thereupon was granted despotic rights.
Nevertheless and in spite of or because of their feudal character,
the Peruvians had developed a much higher and much more
human form of civilization than the Aztecs.
But when Pizarro reached these parts the Inca empire was more
than 400 years old, and that is a long time for any particular form
of government to last. There were many political parties in the
land, and there was rivalry between different groups of nobles.
Pizarro played one side against the other and then in 1531 con-
quered the whole country. He imprisoned the reigning Inca and
turned the Indians into slaves. Whatever could be stolen or
plundered was dragged away and sent to Spain. The ruins of the
old Incas, the remnants of roads and castles around Lake Titicaca
high up in the Andes (3300 square miles of water 12,466 feet above
sea4evd) and endless old bits of pottery and other bits of art show
us what was lost when a capable and competent race was suddenly
transformed into the indolent and miserable natives whose de-
scendants now wander aimlessly through the streets of Cuzco, the
old capital, or take part in some revolution.
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